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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6460

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmttee on Land Use & Planning (originally sponsored by
Senators Milli ken and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to renoval of agricultural resource |and
desi gnation; anmending RCW 36.70A.170; and adding a new section to
chapter 36. 70A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 36.70A.170 and 1990 1st ex.s. ¢ 17 s 17 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) On or before Septenber 1, 1991, each county, and each city,
shal | desi gnate where appropri ate:

(a) Agricultural lands that are not already characterized by urban
growh and that have long-term significance for the commerci al
production of food or other agricultural products;

(b) Forest lands that are not already characterized by urban growth
and that have long-termsignificance for the commercial production of
tinber;

(c) Mneral resource lands that are not already characterized by
urban growt h and that have |ong-termsignificance for the extraction of
m neral s; and

(d) Critical areas.
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(2) I'n making the designations required by this section, counties
and cities shall consider the guidelines established pursuant to RCW
36. 70A. 050.

(3) An agricultural resource land designation previously adopted
pursuant to subsection (1)(a) of this section may be renoved, if the
result conplies with RCW 36. 70A. 020(8), 36.70A. 060, and 36. 70A. 177 and
IS consistent with guidelines adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A. 050 and
with the goals, objectives, and inplenenting policies of the governing
conpr ehensive pl an. To renpbve an agricultural resource |land
designation, a finding nust be nmade that the |and does not neet the
requi renents of subsection (1)(a) of this section. Where there are
adopted criteria for designation of agricultural resource land, the
finding nust be based on the adopted criteria.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

For a single parcel or a snmall isolated area of nobre than one
parcel of land that is zoned rural and required by regul ati ons adopt ed
under this chapter to remain in agricultural use but is not designated
pursuant to RCW 36. 70A. 170, a | ocal governnent may all ow subdivision to
a density that is consistent with the average parcel size of the
surrounding area, if the single parcel or small isolated area of nore
than one parcel is surrounded by inconpatible residential uses and the
result conplies wth RCW 36.70A. 070(5)(c) and all applicabl e
subdi vision regulations and serves to infill the surroundi ng higher-
density area or resolves conflicts between agricultural use and
surroundi ng residential use.

--- END ---
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